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Overview

The primary purpose of this course is to expose you to a variety of contemporary authors and their works.  Over the course of the semester, you will read approximately eight assigned novels as well as a couple of novels that you will choose, and an assortment of short pieces including short stories, poems, reviews, interviews, and essays.  The assigned novels have been selected from the Advanced Placement and other recommended reading lists.  The written word will be supplemented by listening to audio tapes/ cd’s and by watching relevant films.  Throughout the course, you will be comparing and evaluating the various authors and their works, both orally and in writing.  Within the above framework, you will be refining your reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing skills.

Expect the following each quarter: 

1. 5  novels, 4 assigned, one student choice

2. Frequent analyses of pieces of fiction and non-fiction

3. Reader response journal—collected and graded every 10 entries or roughly every two weeks

4. 2-3 quizzes per “required reading” novel

5. 1 test and/ or test weighted writing assignment per “required reading” novel

Grades-- Each quarter’s grade will be figured on a point system.  Assignments will be weighted according to their length and level of difficulty.  For example, a homework assignment might count 10 points, a quiz 25 points, and a unit test 100 points.

Rewards and Penalties—Long-term assignments submitted early will receive one point for each school day early, up to 5 points.  Long-term assignments submitted late will have 10% of the grade deducted for each school day late, and will not receive any credit after 5 days.  Every effort should be made to submit long-term assignments on time, even if you are absent from school on the due date.  Assignments may be e-mailed when it is convenient and/ or necessary.  Research papers should be e-mailed and will be subject to electronic verification.  Late speeches lose 10% of the grade the first day late and will not receive any credit after that.

Quarterly Assignments and their Approximate Weights
Writing (35%)

Essays, research papers, book recommendations/ warnings, critiques, articles, drafts, etc.

Tests, quizzes, and reader response journal entries (30%)

Homework (10%)

Brief reading responses, independent reading time sheets, project proposals

Oral presentations/ speeches (10%)

Class Participation (15%)—I expect that all students will read the assigned material, arrive on time, arrive prepared to work, and participate in discussion in some manner.  This interaction makes the class more interesting and productive for all.  Thus, I grade students who contribute to the class accordingly, as well as students who fail to do assigned reading and/ or do not take an active role in class discussion.

Special Features of the Class

“Tuesdays with the Teacher”



Time in class for silent reading

Frequent student feedback regarding class activities
Unit projects in place of some unit exams

Regular self-evaluations of projects and work

Use of computer technologies

“Choose Your Own Project”





Student Responsibilities

1. Be on time, and arrive prepared—A folder for journal entries has been provided by your teacher.  You should come to class daily with a pen or pencil, assigned books, and a 3-ring binder.  The binder will be used to take notes in class and to keep handouts given in class.  Hard covered books must be covered.  Locker passes will not be given for a forgotten book.  

2. Backpacks should be stowed in your lockers, and unless food is featured in a lesson, no food or drink (other than water) may be consumed outside of the cafeteria.  These are schoolwide polices mentioned in your handbooks.
3. In these and in other ways, treat everyone with respect and dignity—Before class begins, please put away personal belongings.  There is a standard for the type of language that should be spoken to members of the class.  Please follow it.  Listen silently while the teacher or another student is speaking to the class.  Maintain silence when taking a quiz or test, even if you have finished before others.

4. Avoid plagiarism.  You will be taught how to avoid plagiarism in its many forms.  Each research assignment that you complete thereafter will be subject to electronic verification of the fact that it is your work and that it gives appropriate credit to all sources used.  If you are discovered to have committed plagiarism on an assignment, you will fail that assignment and may face other disciplinary consequences.

Following the Acceptable Use Policy-- Whenever we use computers, you will be bound by Tolland High School’s Acceptable Use Guidelines.  For a more complete description of these policies, please consult your agenda.

Summary of Acceptable Use Guidelines for Students

1. Students will be polite and respect all users

            5.  Students will use appropriate graphics.

2. Students will safeguard their safety and privacy and 
            6.  Students will handle the hardware 

        the safety and privacy of others:  Students will not

     carefully.
    

        attempt to disable the Internet filter for any reason.
            7.  Students will respectfully manage the 

3. Students will work on school projects only.


     software.

4. Students will use appropriate language.

            8.  Students will respect copyright and fair use laws.

Homework, Student Absences, and Photos

     Students are granted one grace coupon that they may use at their discretion for an automatic, 1-day extension.  Otherwise, homework receives full credit the day it is due.  You have two days for each day absent to make up the homework.  Plan on staying after school to get caught up.  Homework assignments must be made up within the guidelines of the student handbook, two days time to make up work for each day absent.  Papers, speeches, and tests must be made up within one week.  If you do not follow time limits, you will not receive credit for missed work.  Special arrangements will be made for longer absences or extenuating circumstances.

     I am available for extra help appointments most days after school.  On most Tuesdays, I hold office hours where students may visit on a more “drop-in” basis.  Whenever we meet,  I will be happy to help you with any concerns that you have.  Also, for your information, there is a possibility that we will take photos of students to post in the room.

I have read and understand the course guidelines.

Parent/ Guardian Signature:  _____________________________  Student Signature:  _________________________

Email:  _______________________________________
              Student e-mail:  __________________________
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